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REMARKS : 

Claims 1,3, and 5 are currently being considered, of which claim 1 has been amended herein. 
The Examiner has indicated that claim 5 is allowed. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 and 3 under 35 USC 102(b) as anticipated by USP 
6,236.035 (Saar '035V 

Applicant respectfully traverses this rejection, for the following reasons. 

The Examiner has suggested that Saar '035 "would output a plurality of driving currents, a 
driving current for each emitter." The Examiner has not demonstrated that Saar '035 would output 
a plurality of different values of driving current. In other words, the Examiner has not demonstrated 
that Saar '035 outputs anything other than one value for driving currents. A plurality of different 
values II, 12, and 13 is shown in Fig. 3 A of the subject application. 

Saar '035 fails to expressly or inherently describe the following features set forth in claim 
1 , as amended: "A photoelectric sensor for detecting the presence/absence of an obj ect in a plurality 
of detection areas where a plurality of light-emitting areas of a light-emitting device and a single 
light-receiving area of a light-receiving device are overlapped with each other, the photoelectric 
sensor comprising: a power supply unit for outputting a plurality of different values of driving 
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current to the light-emitting device; and a control unit for outputting a plurality of different control 
signals to the power supply unit so as to make the power supply unit output said plurality of values 
of driving current," in combination with the other claimed features. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that this rejection of claim 1 should be 
withdrawn. It is submitted that the rejection of claim 3 should be withdrawn by virtue of its 
dependency. 

In view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks, all claims currently 
being examined are respectfully believed to be in condition for examination. 

If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact the Applicant's undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
indicated below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, the Applicant respectfully petitions for an 
appropriate extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 
fees which may be due now or in the future with respect to this application, to Deposit Account No. 



01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 



DRC/llf 
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